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Dr. Lee's Sermons upon our Lord's Words from the 
Oro88y though eyerywhere marked by exact theological 
terminology, are so plain in their language, and, we may 
add, 80 solemn in their thought and tone, that no one 

oould read theni unmoyed An important 

contribution to our pulpit literature." — Oxford University 
Herald. 

" We haye lately seen no more remarkable yolume of 
sermons than Dr. Lee's Words from the Cross — sermons 
on our Sayiour's ' Seyen Sayings.' They are plain, 
forcible, and yet eloquent." — Daily Post. 

" Replete alike with sound doctrine and practical appli- 
cation of the same. Couched in eloquent language. We 
cordially recommend them to our readers' notice." — John 
Bull. 

" Written, as usual with him, with feeling, and in ima- 
ginatiye and often eloquent language." — Quardian. 

" A warm, affectionate, and reyerent appreciation of the 
Passion of our Lord." — Clerical Jovmal. 

" We haye seldom read any sermons more forcible and 
indrd eloquent than these. At the same time they are so 
plain, and the language is so well chosen, that a child 
might follow them." — Morning Post. 
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SERMON I. 



THE FIRST WORD. 



SEEMON I. 



THE FIEST WOED. 



" Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." 

St. Lukb xziii. 84. 



These words were the first spoken by our 
Blessed Saviour^ during His bitter Passion 
upon the Cross of Calvary. He, Who is God 
of God and Light of Light, Who in the early 
days of His Incarnation had manifested Him- 
self to Mary and Joseph, then to His apostles 
and disciples, and afterwards by signs and 
wonders to the Jews, veiled His glory from 
human gaze when the shadows of Gethsemane 
were upon Him. From that dark evening 
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there was a change. The powers which He 
had recently put forth, seemed to give place to 
weakness. His strength failed Him. He was 
bowed down with a wearisome weight of suffer- 
ings and woe. 

He Who was from everlasting— of Whom it 
is true, that there never was a time when He 
was not, — ^had come to restore the first creation, 
and renew in man the image of his Maker. 
This was needed, in the first place, because 
nothing created could satisfy God, and conse- 
quently, none but He Who was God, could 
mediate and intervene. And the mode by 
which this has been so mercifully accomplished 
is fourfold. Firstly, our Blessed Saviour, as 
our great High Priest, offered Himself as a 
Victim of expiation; secondly, as our substi- 
tute or surety. He took upon Him our sins; 
thirdly. He redeemed us by His most Precious 
Blood ; and fourthly. He has reconciled us to 
God. 

Now this restoration or renewal took place 
upon the first Good Friday. True it is, that 
our Blessed Saviour^s entire life was an obla- 
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tion to His Eternal Father^ as it is written^ 
'' My sorrows are ever in My sight. '' For, 
from the moment of His conception in Mary's 
womb, the work of man's redemption com- 
menced ; but it was only finally consummated 
when the type of the brazen serpent was lite- 
rally AilfiUed in Him ; and when from the hard 
wood of the Cross He stretched out His Hands 
all day long to a disobedient and gainsaying 
people. Therefore should we continually me- 
ditate both on the Life and SuiSTerings of our 
Blessed Saviour. We should realize Him not 
only as re-creating man by emptying Himself 
of His glory, and taking upon Him our nature, 
but more especially as enduring the agonies of 
His Passion — the Nails, the Spear, and the 
Crown of Thorns. For He became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Cross. 

But more still. When the pains of death 
were upon Him, and His woe was deepest; 
when His hour was come, the hour of dark- 
ness and of Satan, when His disciples forsook 
Him and fled ; then — He prayed for His mur- 
derers. 
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Let US try to realize the scene. The way 
of the Cross has been taken — the Hill of Cal- 
vary reached, and now the World's Redeemer 
hangs upon the Tree. There is the moying 
crowd around; the cruel soldiers; the chief 
priests mocking; Mary and John at the foot of 
the Cross, and the women of Galilee standing 
afar off. Darkness is creeping over the whole 
land. Only the walls of the Temple and the 
towers of Jerusalem stand out against the light ; 
all else is deepening gloom. Then contemplate 
His bodily sufferings: He is stretched upon 
the Cross; the Nails tear His Sacred Hands 
and Feet; the Crown of Thorns is pressed 
upon His Brow. A picture or representation 
of the Crucifixion brings all this before us at 
a glance. But what of His mental sufferings 7 
Who can measure them ? That human Soul 
which He had taken in Mary's womb, for He 
was perfect Man as well as perfect God, was 
the seat of the bitterest and most intense 
sufferings of the Eternal Word. He would 
not drink the wine mingled with myrrh, which 
was offered to assuage the pain and stupify 
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the mind, for He was prepared to bear the weary 

weight of woe in all its amplitude and agony. 

His Soul was too entirely in His Own keeping, 

Himself so utterly given up — ^^ Lo I come to do 

Thy Will, O My God/'— that the mental pains 

of the past and the future were added to the 

sufferings of the present. Conjoined to that, 

were the sins of the whole World lying before 

His gaze : the sins that had been, the sins 

that were, and the sins that would be : the 

present blasphemies of the chief priests ; the 

perfect knowledge of the headstrong blindness 

and transgression of His chosen people; the 

visible disunion of His mystical Body brought 

about by man^s sin; the utter and eternal ruin 

of thousands of souls for whom He was then 

suffering. 

Then, too, there was the fulfilment of 
Simeon's prophetic declaration, that a sword 
should pierce through the soul of His Mother, 
as she stood by witnessing His bitter Passion. 

Moreover, our Blessed Saviour suffered still 
further in His honour, by being crucified 
between two malefactors; in His reputation. 
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by outrages and insults; and in the loss of His 
Own clothes^ whicli were taken away. 

Then indeed was the hour of darkness. His 
enemies triumph over Him ; He is forsaken of 
His friends ; Peter has declared with an oath, 
^'I never knew the Man.'' And with this. His 
Eyes gaze on nought but what deepens the 
intensity of His bitter Passion; His Ears 
listen only to the taunts and blasphemies of 
His enemies ; His Body, by its Own weight, 
becomes more and more a grievous torment 
to Him. And yet then, — when the powers 
of hell were arrayed against Him, in all their 
malignity ; when the malice of the World was 
represented by that rabble which had cried 
out, ^^His Blood be on us and on our chil- 
dren,'' — then He sent up a petition to the 
Eternal ; a dying prayer for His murderers, 
^^ Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do." 

O wonderful instance of Divine Charity ! 
The chalice of agony was drunk to its very 
dregs; and for hate, contempt, and malice, 
the World's Redeemer gives back only mercy 
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and love. It might have been, '^ Arise, O 
God, plead Thine Own cause : remember how 
the foolish man blasphemeth Thee daily ;^' 
but it was otherwise. As St. Augustine 
remarks, ^^ He prays for those whose cruelties 
He endures, remembering * that He is not 
dying by them, but for them.^' So that the 
very aim and object of His Incarnation, Pas- 
sion, and Death was made manifest in His 
First Word from the Cross. 

^^ Forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." Here is both the prayer and the 
motive for it. ''They know not what they 
do.'' As St. Peter, in his sermon before the 
Beautiful gate of the Temple, afterwards 
declared — '' Brethren ! I wot that through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers." 
Truly He came unto His Own, and His Own 
received Him not. Though distinguished 
above other nations for possessing that por- 
tion of the revealed WiU of the Most High 
which He had graciously entrusted to their 
keeping, yet they used it not so as to be pre- 
pared for His Advent. When the Lord came 
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Buddenly to His Temple, there wrangled the 
Pharisee and the Sadducee concerning tithe 
and anise, or the traditions of their fathers ; 
so that they knew not the promised Shiloh. 
Only a very few had waited for the consolation 
of Israel. With the bulk, God was amongst 
them, and they knew it not. ^^Is not this the 
Son of Mary, and are not these His brethren?" 
So they treated Him with scorn and contempt, 
for they saw nothing in Him which corre- 
sponded with their ideas of Messiah. His 
kingdom was not of this world. He was not 
clothed in purple and gold, but was an out- 
cast, and poor, not having where to lay His 
Head. And so they heeded not His Words, 
rejected His miracles, and declared that He 
cast out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the 
devils. Though His wonderful meekness and 
humility had been continually before them, 
yet they closed their eyes and would not see. 
He, being the Word and Wisdom of God, 
had declared His mission, had displayed His 
power; yet, while they feared His Presence 
and trembled before Him, they earnestly 
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besought Him to depart out of their coasts^ 
And this, while the prophecies of old were 
clear and distinct, for Moses and Isaiah, David 
and Daniel, had left prophetic utterances on 
record; so that unless the religion of the 
Scribes and Pharisees was simply a religion 
of rites and symbols — themselves forgetful of 
the ever-living fact of human guilt and the 
need of redemption — they might have been 
prepared for the Shiloh. But they would not 
part with their idols of pride and ambition; 
they wished not to know the truth, their 
ignorance became their degradation; and in 
their blindness they crucified the Lord of Life, 
vainly imagining that in so doing they had 
secured their tottering religion from destruc- 
tion, and strengthened it anew. So our Blessed 
Saviour declared, '' If I had not done among 
them the works which none other man did, 
they had not had sin, but now they have both 
seen and hated both Me and My Father/^ 
But even with this, notwithstanding their 
malice and hatred, the Redeemer of man- 
kind, the Friend of sinners, could pray in 
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His death-agony^ ^^ Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do/' 

Those who, in proud opposition, resisted the 
grace of the Blessed Spirit, those who re- 
mained in unbelief, receiyed not the &uits of 
that prayer. For them it was uttered in 
vain. One was converted on the Cross, and 
one other watched the deepening gloom, the 
miracles in nature, and doubtless heard of 
the rending of the Temple vail : so that 
when evening was drawing on, and the Soul 
of the Redeemer had been commended to 
His Heavenly Father, he acknowledged, "Truly 
this was the Son of God;'' but the others 
remained in their sins. 

O beloved in the faith, what shall we say 
as we turn for a while from contemplating the 
Passion of our adorable Saviour, and this His 
First most loving Word, to consider its prac- 
tical bearing upon ourselves? It cannot be 
said of us, " They know not what they do." 
For we have been specially favoured by God. 
Others are in darkness. We have found the 
True Light. While we were aliens He loved 
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US for the sake of His Son^ and gave us a 
first instalment of grace at the Font. So 
that in the very spring of our life we learnt 
something of God. We were mercifully 
taught the high and holy mysteries of the 
CathoUcReHgion. Then the unchanging Faith, 
once for all delivered to the saints, with the 
beautiful traditions of the Church, became 
our daily food. The doctrine of the Blessed 
Trinity, the attributes of God, man^s fallen 
state, his renewal in Christ, the mysteries of 
Bethlehem, and the woes of Calvary became 
household words. In due time we saw laid 
bare the more hidden springs of Divine Love. 
For our Blessed Saviour had not only died for 
our sins, and risen again for our justification, 
but had vouchsafed to become our spiritual 
Food and Sustenance in the Sacrament of 
the altar. In truth the Eucharist was a per- 
petuation of the Incarnation. Here then was 
a knowledge of God and of His Dear Son. 
To us there has ever come a clear and 
unfailing voice — ^'This is the way, walk ye 
in it.^' 
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And while we know God^s love, we know too 
well our own most important duties and respon- 
sibilities. In this our time of probation, we 
have much to do. For to those who have re- 
ceived much, of them shall much be required. 
We have, therefore, to bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, to use those graces which have 
been so abundantly imparted to God^s honour 
and glory. First, to seek to do His will, and 
then to labour continually for our soul^s salva- 
tion. There is no time for delay, for the hours 
are passing on. There should be no shrinking 
from the conflict with sin and Satan, for the 
foe is around. Then, if we strive earnestly and 
labour efifectually, shall we finally participate in 
those all-perfect blessings which God will bestow 
upon those who have loved and served Him. 
They that have done good shall go into life 
everlasting, and they that have done evil into 
everlasting fire. So shall our substitute, Christ 
Jesus, have taken upon Him our sins ; so shall 
the Saviour of mankind have redeemed and 
reconciled us to God. 

But of those who know the Will of the Most 
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High, and do it not, what shall we say? 
^^ They know not what they do/^ Every wilful 
transgression of God^s law, every rebellion of 
the will, every evil deed, whether of pride, 
lust, envy, hatred, or maliee, is an act by 
which the Son of Man is crucified afresh and 
put to an open shame — a deed by which those 
who so transgress deliberately range themselves 
on the side of the devil, and mingle with the 
scoffing crowd round the Cross. For such, how- 
ever, as for those of old, the merciful Saviour 
still intercedes, patient, long-suffeiing, loving, 
^^ Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do." 

The unbelieving and faithless, who love dark- 
ness rather than light, turn away from God. 
The sinner, who finds himself in the iron grip 
of Satan, but sins yet more and more, as his days 
of probation daily increase ; who gives himself 
up to the lusts of the flesh, and walks deeper and 
deeper into the quagmire of destruction, is vir- 
tually living vrithout God in the world. For 
him the Redeemer of mankind might as well 
never have come. He has chosen the broad 
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path and walked in it^ lie is on the road to 
eternal death. The eye sees not, the ear is 
closed, the heart is cold. Truly, there is spiritual 
death already. 

So likewise with the proud. They glory in 
the riches and power of their minds, riches and 
gifts which God Himself imparted to them to 
be used for His Own honour and glory ; they 
discourse, maybe, upon the works of creation 
and the laws of Nature, criticistug with impiety 
and rashness the revealed deposit of Pentecost. 
They hear not the Church, and are weary of 
what they term '^ the trammels of past ages ; " 
speculating with boldness and explaining away 
with craft. Impatient, and wilftd, and proud; 
having flung aside their first faith, and sold 
their heavenly birthright for a mess of pottage, 
for the World's approbation and the praise of 
men, they strive, by a plausible tone and cunning 
art, to undermine the faith of their fellows. They 
have great powers of taking away, but have 
nought to give. Their cry, robbed of its artificial 
harmonies, and made plain, is nothing more than, 
'^ We will not have this Man to reign over us-'' 
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These^ and such as these^ then^ were before 
our crucified Saviour ; for, being True God as 
well as True Man, He saw at tbe moment of 
His crucifixion, as well tbe first ages of crea- 
tion as tbe present moment of our being. 
And His dying prayer went up to Heaven, 
'^ Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do." 

So too for the despisers of His Sacraments, 
and the contemners of His Church. For, in 
despising these they despise Him. He that 
heareth you, heareth Me ; and he that heareth 
Me, heareth Him that sent Me. When, there- 
fore, the fountains of His love are opened, and 
the weak and famishing can buy wine and milk 
without money and ^thout price, why coxae 
they not to the Source of Light and Life ? 
Why are there so many unbaptized, aliens &om 
God, still with the original curse upon them, and 
with no fear for the future ? Why, again, when 
the altar is spread and the lights are lit, do so 
many of those who profess themselves both 
" spiritual " and '^ believers," deliberately turn 
their backs upon their Lord ? He calls, '^ Come 

2 
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unto Me^ all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest,'' vrhile they 
purposely depart out of His House. Is it not 
lack of faith and absence of charity? Faith 
has grown cold, and charity is not, while virtual 
unbelief rears its deformed fix>nt in the very 
sanctuary of God. For is not the tree judged 
by its fruits ? If it be ignorance, or evil habits, 
or unsound customs, there may be some plea at 
last. There may be, because the Saviour Who 
is thus despised in His most Holy Sacrament 
prayed even for His murderers on Calvary, 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do." 

Finally : one other lesson is before us from 
a consideration of these words. Our Blessed 
Lord interceded for His enemies. So should 
we. We pray daily, '^Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us.'' Not words then, but deeds. In true 
humility let us strive to imitate Him. Not 
merely in speech, but in power and in life 
and in truth, let this blessed saying of Christ 
Jesus be ever before us. In His infinite charity. 
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He desired to embrace both friend and foe. 
Let us in return resolve to love Him. Let us 
offer to Him ourselves, our souls, and bodies. 
Above all, let us here give Him our wills. 

Then shall the forgiveness of past transgres- 
sions be most surely sealed ; and Christ Jesus, 
our Elder Brother, one with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, shall be our exceeding great 
Reward hereafter. Which may God Almighty 
grant unto each and all of us, for the sake of 
the Cross and Passion of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord ! Amen. 
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THE SECOND WORD. 
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SERMON II. 



THE SECOND WOED. 



" Yerily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise." — St. Luke zziii 43. 

These gracious words bring strongly before us 
the exceeding great mercy and compassion of 
our Blessed Saviour for sinners. Side by side 
idth Him were crucified two malefactors^ to 
one of whom^ after a singular act of faith on 
his part^ was uttered this glorious promise. 
Both had been guilty of sedition and murder^ 
both^ as the Penitent Thief declared^ were 
punished justly; but to one only were these 
most consoling words spoken. And this because 
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only one repented, believed, and sought for 
admission into the Lord's Kingdom. 

The strange darkness was over the land; 
the chief priests and people were still deriding 
the Crucified ; Mary and John and Magdalene 
were sorrowing bitterly at the foot of the 
Cross ; and the Lord of Life was in the very 
agony of Death, when one of the condemned 
malefactors railed on Him, saying, *'If Thou 
be the Christ, save Thyself and us,'' and in 
so doing filled up the measure of his iniquity. 
But the other saw in the ^^ Man Who hath 
done nothing amiss" — Whose works and words 
were before the people. Whose prayer for 
mercy to the Father had just been uttered, 
the promised Consolation of Israel. By one 
effort he soars above the mire of sin. By one 
deliberate act of his will he arrives not only 
at a knowledge of himself, but to repentance, 
and to a knowledge of his God. A new light 
breaks upon him. The scales fall from his 
eyes and he sees. New strength glows within 
him. He no longer doubts, but believes ; and 
therefore cries out in the agony of his soul. 
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^' Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy Kingdom/' 

Again: lie seemed to acknowledge that he 
suffered what he deserved to suffer. He sought 
no exculpation 'of himself, uttered no com- 
plaint against others, entertained no hatred 
against those who had condemned him and 
put him to death. And so, as from God^s 
chastising Hand, he received his punishment 
meekly. Conscience illuminated his soul, so 
that he no longer closed his eyes to its light ; 
and thus was he mercifully delivered from 
a state of contradiction to God. " On the 
cross,'' writes the great St. Gregory, '^the 
nails had fastened his hands and feet; and 
nothing remained free from torture but his 
heart and tongue. By God's inspiration, then, 
the thief offered to Him all that was found 
free. The virtues which are exalted by St. 
Paul, were by the malefactor, who was sud- 
denly filled with grace, both received and pre- 
served on the cross. For example, he had 
faith when he believed that He Whom he 
saw dying beside him would reign in Heaven. 
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He had hope^ when he humbly sought an 
admission into His kingdom; and he most 
zealously preserved charity in his deaths when 
he reproved his brother thief^ dying for a crime 
similar to his own/^ Therefore no wonder 
that he cried out, ^^ Lord, remember me, when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom/' He asked 
not to be delivered &om the pains of temporal 
death which were upon him. Nor did he seek 
to be freed from the punishment which he then 
suffered. But he looked onward into the 
dark future, where the sentence of an Eternal 
Judge awaited him, and where the terrors 
of death seemed verily to palsy his soul. 
There the Messiah was his only hope. There- 
fore he prayed, '^Remember me/' Not my 
sins, but Thy sufferings. "I dare not ask of 
Thee the kingdom of Heaven, for Thou hast 
promised this to those that are poor in spirit, 
and I have sought to enrich myself by acts of 
violence and robbery. I dare not pray for the 
possession of that land which is called the 
home of the living, for Thou hast promised 
this to the meek, and I have associated myself 
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with murderers. I dare not aspire to the 
dignity of a child of God^ for this has been 
awarded to the peacemakers/^ These blessings 
I may not seek. Nevertheless, remember me, 
O Lord. Thy kingdom is not of this world. 
Thou shalt be exalted. Thou shalt receive 
an eternal crown. Therefore, "Lord, re- 
member me, when Though comest into Thy 
kingdom.^^ 

And our Saviour quickly pardoned, because 
the thief was quickly converted. Grace is 
more abundant than prayer; for the Lord 
ever bestows more than is asked for. The thiei 
petitioned, '^ Lord, remember me,^^ but our 
blessed Saviour answered, " Verily I say unto 
thee. To-day shalt thou be with Me in Para- 
dise.^^ He gave more than was sought, and at 
once, for He said, " To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise.*^ 

''Divine charity,^' as St. Bernard remarks, 
''hears quickly, promises quickly, and gives 
quickly .^^ Thus, therefore, the use of the 
word Verily or Amen. By it our Blessed 
Saviour confirmed the confidence of him who 
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had prayed^ and assured him that his prayer 
was heard. More than that, the words which 
follow show that it was also answered : '^ Ve- 
rily I say unto thee. To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise/' ^^ I/' — ^the promised Shiloh, 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Truth and the 
Life, One in My Divine Essence with the 
Father, Emmanuel, — " I say unto thee. To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise/' Thou 
art now with Me on the Cross, now suffering 
with Me the death of a slave ; but nevertheless 
to-day shalt thou be with Me in the land 
of light and life, — ^^ to-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise/' Even as our blessed Saviour 
had before declared, " If any man serve Me, 
let him follow Me ; and where I am, there 
shall also My servant be/' Therefore this 
glorious promise. 

Now, when the Redeemer of mankind 
"bowed His Head and gave up the Ghost," He 
took with Him to Paradise the soul of this 
penitent thief. "Christ brought him there," 
as St. Chrysostom remarks, ^^ before all the 
world, even before Mary or the Apostles. By 
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a single word, and by faith only, did he enter 
the gates of bliss ; so that no one after sin- 
ning might despair of admission/^ Thus, out 
of a night of spiritual darkness and sin, was 
he borne upwards to the everlasting plea- 
sures of a life made happy in God. 

Here then, as the great practical lesson 
which arises from a consideration of this text, 
we perceive Christ's wonderful love for sinners. 
Of old this had been specially manifested, 
again and again; — as for example, when He 
pardoned Mary Magdalene, out of whom He 
had cast seven devils, and graciously permitted 
her to wash His Feet with her tears and 
wipe them with the hair of her head. But 
here again, in the acceptance of the penitent 
thief, this great truth stands out if possible 
more clearly than ever. "This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to, save 
sinners/' O how often do texts and words 
like these glide glibly off our tongues, while 
we know nothing in reality of the love and 
tenderness of Jesus ! We go on sinning, it may 
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be, year by year, carelessly, and yet systema- 
tically, each time that tbe temptation presents 
itself. Carelessly, because practically we de- 
sire to blot out every remembrance of tbe 
charity of our Blessed Lord, — systematicaUy, 
because the net which Satan spreads too 
often gains its prey. The languid will has 
too frequently been given up before the power- 
ful influence of temptation : and, again and 
again, the same will most infallibly be. 
Christ became man that we might see God, 
He died that we might live eternally. Pent 
up in the narrow bounds of His Sacred Heart, 
there was a burning desire, embracing every 
man and woman of every age, to secure the sal- 
vation of all. But man would not be saved : 
his wiU was crooked, his heart black. The 
spirit of the impenitent thief was abroad, and 
so for thousands the Precious Blood was 
poured out in vain. 

Too many sought not the Lord of Life. 
With its fleeting joys and empty baubles and 
barren gains they lived simply for the present, 
and never sought forgiveness at His Hands. 



II.] THE SECOND WOBD. 31 

The existing moment was theirs^ and of that 
only, they knew by experience, they were 
certain; the future must take care of itself. 
So with growing (years, their sins were daily 
multiplied; their hearts grew more and more 
corrupt; their wills more crooked than ever. 
The powers and faculties which God had given 
them, their senses and members were contin- 
ually perverted and abused. Though " reli- 
gious,^^ and " respectable '^ according to the 
world's gauge, yet were they but whited 
sepulchres; dreading terribly, if they ever 
really brought it before their minds, the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, and the land 
of utter woe and desolation that lies beyond ; 
never seeming to need that Christ would 
remember them, because actually careless ot 
their position, or fearful that for such there 
was no door of mercy open, and no loving 
word. 

O beloved, is this picture not true? Has 
it not been so? Is it not even thus still? 
But though the wounds are here, the Physician 
is by ; though there may be no soundness from 
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the head to the foot^ yet the medicme of 
immortal life is still to be had. Christ Jesus 
died upon the Cross. Christ Jesus pardoned 
sinners. It was He Who said to the Penitent 
Thief, '^ To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise.'^ It is He Who pleadeth still. 

What true comfort, therefore, what deep 
consolation may the most sinful outcasts 
obtain ! One thing is needful, that the will be 
given up to God; in other words, that we 
repent, believe in Him, fear Him, and love 
Him with all our hearts, our minds, and our 
strength. Then will it be well with us ; then 
throughout our whole lives shall we be asking 
in deed, as well as word, " Lord, remember 
me.'' 

And shall not He Who received Magdalene 
and Peter, the Penitent Thief and the 
Centurion, answer our prayer and receive us 
likewise? His promises are ours. His warn- 
ing words. His messages of love, His calls to 
repentance. He sets before us, during the 
seasons of Lent and Passion-tide, especial and 
particular duties. First, the duty of medi- 
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tating on His Sufferings and Deaths so as 
to learn His love and adore His Mercy ; and 
secondly^ that of so preparing for the Easter 
festival on earthy that^ in the end^ we may share 
with those safe at home the joys of the everlast- 
ing Easter in Heaven. And in so doings even 
though we may have been grievous and de- 
liberate sinners^ as was the thief on the Cross^ 
we shall be deliberately arranging ourselves 
on the side of our Blessed Saviour. We shall 
be thus seizing the pearl of great price^ and 
imitating the Penitent Thief in his faith and 
love. " He was a robber/^ writes St. Gregory 
of Nyssa, ^^who imderstood well the value 
of that prize which offered itself to him^ and 
who weU knew how to make himself master 
of it. Here then is an evidence — ^worthy of 
imitation in every age — of the aboimding 
grace of Christ. For the thief found mercy, 
in order that Jesus might evidence in him 
the excess of His love, and so impart instruc- 
tion to all those who should believe in Him.^^ 

Again : though the prayer of our Great 
High Priest, '' Father, forgive them," was 
offered for all men, yet to one only were the 

-K 3 
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words uttered^ *' Verily I say unto thee.^* Even 
as St. Paul declares that Christ ''died for 
all^ that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves^ but unto Him 
which died for them^ and rose again/' And 
though this be so, as we know, — though all 
be capable of redemption, yet each one is 
by no means sure of his salvation. Though 
all are members of the human race, yet all 
do not hear the words, "Verily I say unto 
thee J* Nor shall we hear them to any effect 
unless, as regards repentance, we strive to 
imitate the Penitent Thief. 

But in imitating him there is one especial 
evil to avoid. We must neither live in indif- 
ference as to our soul's salvation, nor defer 
our reconciliation with our Heavenly Father, 
until death. For, if on the right side of the 
Cross we see an example of repentance and 
acceptance, on the other we see one who, 
after a life of sin, joined with the Scribes and 
Pharisees in reviling the Redeemer Who 
was dying for him at his side, and so made 
his own ruin and damnation sure. 

Let us not delay, then, but begin at once : 
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now^ while time and opportunitieB are ours^ 
before the night comes, when no man can 
work. Let us strive perpetually to love 
and serve Him, Who in love emptied Himself 
of His glory, and became a Servant for us. 
So, as we die daily, and as the days of our lives, 
like waves moving onward upon the ocean, pass 
quickly away, shall we see more and more the 
necessity of looking to Him Who guides the 
Ark, and is at once the Captain of our Salva- 
tion and the Anchor of our Hope. And, as 
we daily conform to His Will and render up 
ourselves to His Love, may we confidently and 
utterly repose in Him : for He will remember 
us ever. As the prophet Isaiah writes : '^ Zion 
said. The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 
Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb ? Yea, 
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of My Hands.'' Let us, then, cry out with 
confidence to our Redeemer, '^ Remember not. 
Lord, our ofEences^ nor the offences of our 
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forefathers^ neither take Thou vengeance of 
our sins/' Lord, we need Thy help: for 
we have done so little good, and wrought 
such manifold evils. Nevertheless, remem- 
ber us, O Lord, in Thy Mercy. In weakness 
and dangers, in tribulation and woe ; in the 
time of our wealth, and when the world goes 
well with us. Lord, remember and spare. Sup- 
port our languishing wills. Strengthen our 
feeble knees. Be to us a True Joshua — a guide 
to the Land of Best. And, when our eyes 
are glazing, and our limbs are growing cold ; 
when the world, and all that is in it, is van- 
ishing from our sight; when the Angel of 
Death is near, and the particular judgment 
upon us, — then let our cry be, " Thou Lord 
of Light and Life, remember us in Thy 
mercy.'' And the Voice that spake on 
Calvary shall declare to our souls — God 
grant it to each and all of us — " Verily I say 
unto thee. To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise." 



SERMON 111. 



THE THIRD WORD. 
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SERMON III. 



THE THIED WOED. 



"Behold thy Son." " Behold thy Mother."— St. Johk 

xiz. 26, 27. 

A REVERENT Contemplation of these words^ 
which, from His Cross of sufEering, our Blessed 
Saviour spoke respectively to His Mother and 
His Beloved Disciple, cannot fail both to deepen 
our faith in the great mystery of the Incama- 
tion, and to point out the position which Mary 
occupies in the economy of grace. 

First, then, as to what we hold. We '^ be- 
lieve and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, is God and Man ; God of the 
Substance of the Father, begotten before the 
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world; and Man^ of the Substance of His 
Mother, bom in the world; Perfect Grod and 
Perfect Man ; of a reasonable soul and human 
flesh subsisting; Equal to the Father^ as 
touching His Godhead; ^and inferior to the 
Father as touching His Manhood. Who 
although He be God and Man, yet He is not 
two, but One Christ : One ; not by conversion 
of the Godhead into Flesh, but by taking of 
the Manhood into God; One altogether; not 
by confusion of Substance, but by Unity of 
Person. For as the reasonable Soul and Flesh 
is One Man, so God and Man is One Christ.'^ 

And it was He Who suffered for our Salva- 
tion — it was He, Who, during His Passion, 
spake these words, " Behold thy Mother. 
Behold thy Son." 

Two were beside His Cross during His bit- 
terest sufferings, and to both He spake. The 
one was the virginal disciple, St. John, who 
had lain upon His Breast at the Last Supper ; 
the other was His Blessed Mother. She whom 
the Angel Gabriel had declared to be '^ highly 
favoured,^' — or, as the original might have 
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been exactly translated, " full of/* or " over- 
flowing with grace,'^ — she, who had directly 
participated in the work of the new Creation 
when she declared, " Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord, be it unto me according to thy 
Word,^' was near Him during His Passion 
and Death. For she was His Mother. She 
had carried Him in her womb and given Him 
birth three and thirty years ago at Bethlehem. 
To her had been permitted to treasure up in 
her heart's inmost recesses the amazing mys- 
teries of the Incarnation. " That Holy Thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.'' From the first Christmas-day 
until the Baptism by John at Jordan the life 
and actions of the Mother of Grod* appear 
great and wonderful. He was with her con- 
tinually who had given Him birth ; Who was 
bone of her bone and flesh of her flesh. Help- 
less He had hung at her breast. She was to 
Him all that an ordinary human mother can 
be to a human Son; and more, too, for she 

* Vide Appendix. 
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was '^ overflowing with grace." The Power of 
the Highest had overshadowed her. Therefore 
was her love deeper and more tender^ her 
devotion more continuons^ her care more in- 
tense. For He was not simply her own Son^ 
and that^ by a singular and most wonderful 
miracle^ but at the same time her Lord and 
her God. Who^ then^ shall mete a love^ in 
which maternal affection and deepest adoration 
were so marvellously blended together ? It is 
not for words^ but thoughts. Not for Cate- 
chisms and Sermons^ but for the foot of the 
altar^ and for mental prayer. 

Then again ; as regards the Love of Christ 
Jesus for His Mother, is it not utterly beyond 
our conception? He calls Himself the Son 
of Man, — shall this human virtue, to take a 
low view, be any way lacking in Him Who is 
our Pattern ^and Guide ? Considered in His 
uncreated essence, and as the Only Begotten 
of the Father — He is Love. There is Love 
in the Godhead. For the Father loves the 
Son, the Son loves the Father, and the 
Blessed Spirit, proceeding from Both as 
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from one fountain of Love^ is in Himself the 
very uncreated joy of their mutual indwelling. 
When, therefore, the Son of God taking oui 
nature assumed a human Heart, its love, 
while it was ineffably intensified, was human 
too. There were the deep feelings of man's 
nature without their violence, guided and 
directed by the mighty power of Him Who 
by His word has called all things into being. 
And when its object was a human mother — a 
''pure Virgin, ''* preserved from taint of sin 
by His Own power and grace, — can we expect 
to fathom that Love ? No. Though not infi- 
nite, because created at the moment when 
the Godhead and the Manhood were united 
in her womb, yet has no angel's plummet 
sounded the depths of that unfathomable 
ocean. 

And she, of whom the written Word con- 
tains so slight a record, ever and always strove 
to return that love. At Bethlehem, in the holy 
house of Nazareth, during His Hidden Life, 

* Collect for Christmas Day, Book of Co^nmon Prayer. 
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the Names of Jesus and Mary are continually 
linked together by the Scripture narrative. 
She brought Him forth and tended Him; 
she presented Him in the temple^ and sought 
Him amongst her kinsfolk and acquaintance. 
But when He went about His Father's busi- 
ness — save at Cana and a few other occa- 
sions — she remained in retirement, unknown — 
even as the morning star pales before the glory 
of the Sun. In secret and in solitude she re- 
mained, when the tongue of the dumb was 
loosed, and the eyes of the blind were opened. 
She was not with Moses and Elias on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, nor when the palm pro- 
cession in honour of her Divine Son took its 
way to Sion amid the songs of the rejoicing 
multitude. Not in the day of His triumph, 
but in the hour of His woe, does she declare 
herself to be the Mother of Him Whom the 
Jews had taken and crucified. Was it not 
the impulse of grace that guided her wiU, 
and the mighty power of charity that ruled 
her heart? She was there with the women 
of Galilee, and Simeon's sorrowful prophecy 
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was thus fulfilled — she was there to witness 
that Passion^ the agonies of which can never 
be told. Was her faith failing? Did her 
confidence fade away when the sword of 
bitterest sorrow pierced her sacred heart ? 
Par otherwise; for, as St. John declares^ 
"there stood by the Cross . . . Mary 
His Mother/^ Thus hers was a ready obe- 
dience to the Divine Will. The Mother and 
Son were soon to part, and death was to 
make the separation. Now, then, the sword 
pierced her soul. God^s Will be done. The 
mocking of the crowd; they who railed at 
Him and wagged their heads in contempt; 
the chief priests who cried out, "He saved 
others. Himself He cannot save,^^ were as no- 
thing to her. She saw but one Object, Her 
Son in His Passion — the World's most loving 
Redeemer ; and though her sorrows were many, 
obedience gave her power to bear them and 
to stand. Mary " stood/^ She was still the 
handmaid of the Lord. And as she stood, 
while He drinks to the dregs His bitterest 
cup of sufferings. He remembers her who had 
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given Him birth at Bethlehem^ and hears 
that] reiterated prayer for an expression of 
His Love which must have risen continually 
from the depths of her heart. And He hears 
it onlv to answer it. With her is the beloved 
disciple^ to whom^ as a companion and pro- 
tector, Mary is commended: — *' Behold thy 
Mother/^ And John, the only apostle who 
had had the courage to stand by the Cross 
and own his Master; John the virginal dis- 
ciple, he who had lain on Jesus' Breast at 
supper, — was also solemnly commended to 
her : — '^ Behold thy Son/' '^ It was no small 
consolation," writes St. Chrysostom, ^' to be 
honoured with such a charge, — to have the 
Mother of our Lord, in her a£Bliction, com- 
mitted to his care by Himself at His depar- 
ture." 

Again. How great was the loss which 
Mary sustained by the death of her Son! 
But her loss was the World's gain. Mary, 
" the Second Eve," as St. Ephrem styles her, 
was to lose the Son of her heart by death 
on the Cross, that so the children of the first 
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Eve might be delivered from the bitter pains 
of eternal death. And as she had utterly 
given up her will to God, when Gabriel came 
with the "Hail, full of grace ;^' so now, in 
obedience and faith, though in sorrow and 
desolation, did she most willingly resign her 
Son. 

And in so doing, as we have seen, she is not 
left alone: — "Behold thy Mother. Behold 
thy Son.'' Now Mary was not St. John's 
mother by nature, for she had but one Son, 
the Only-Begotten of the Father, but she 
became St. John's mother by grace. And as he, 
our brother in Christ, represented the himian 
family, redeemed and renewed by the Precious 
Blood ; so by her Divine Son's Own appoint- 
ment did she, in a new order, in the economy 
of grace, become the Mother of men. 

A mother I We all know what that word 
conveys. There is a sweet remembrance in the 
heart of man, though old with age and black- 
ened with the defilements of the world, which 
can never be altogether effaced. The pleasant 
memories of early days which reach back 
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beyond the April of our existence^ the kindly 
words^ the affectionate glance, the tender 
solicitude^ again and again come back like 
a vivid well-remembered dream. Our first 
conception of Grod Who lived beyond the stars^ 
and Whose beautiful works were around^ was 
gained firom a mother's instruction. Our 
first altar was a mother^s knees. The bitter 
parting— if parting there has been— which 
Death made a necessity; her last words; the 
final ^' good-bye/' are all green in our memo- 
ries. In truths the hearts of the mother 
and child are knit together by the cords of 
love. And yet our natural parent could give 
us nought but this mortal life^ so fall of 
misery and sin. She may have cherished 
the germs of faith, but she only represented to 
us the divine and delegated authority of the 
Church of Ood. She herself sinned and 
needed redemption, and may still require 
our prayers. She was our mother by nature. 
But we have another by grace — she whom all 
generations call Blessed, Mary the Mother 
of God — she who gave birth to Christ at 
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Bethleliem^ and founds at her Divine Son's 
command, a son after the spirit in St. John 
the Beloved Disciple — she is onr spiritual 
mother. 

O then, let us in faith humbly and reve- 
rently look upon this mystery. It is, so to 
speak, a large detail of the Incarnation. 
Mary is Mary, because she is the Mother of 
Jesus ; and because, being so, she was elected 
to participate in the glorious work of the new 
creation. So her name stands side by side 
with the Name of Jesus in the formal con- 
fession of our faith. Her canticle of thanks- 
giving. Magnificat, is, as from the beginning, 
the distinguishing feature of Evensong. In 
her honour are our churches dedicated. Her 
Feasts of the Conception, Nativity, Annun- 
ciation, Visitation, and Purification, are still 
solemnly observed. So that the Church is 
thus ever saying to us, in the words of our 
Blessed Saviour, — ^^ Behold thy mother .'' 

And hereby, when we consider Who thus 
spake, and Who commended us to her, in His 
dying hour, we shall be led ever to love and 

4 
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reyerence her with deep and hearty devotioii. 
The great St. Ephrem the Syrian^ — one of the 
most renowned of the Catholic Fathers^ — ^in his 
beautifol Rhythms of the Nativity, has in this 
particular set na an example which we should 
ever strive to imitate. He speaks gloriously 
of the high priyileges of Mary. So^ too^ Basil 
of Seleucia,* who thus writes : — ^^ Prom what 
flowers of praise shall we cull a garland 
worthy of Mary? For from her the flower of 
Jesse sprang^ and she clothed our race with 
glory and honour. What reverences can we 
offer her as she deserves^ when everything of 
this World is beneath her merits ? For, if the 
Apostle St. Paul asserted of the saints in 
general that the World was not worthy of them, 
what shall we declare of the Mother of God, 
who shone with as great a splendour above 
the martyrs as does the sun above the stars ? 
Truly it is fitting that we should greet her 
with the words of King Solomon, ^Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou hast 
risen above them all.''' In modem times, 

* Orat. in S. Dei Grenitrioem. a.d. 448. 
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amongst ourselves^ Bishop Pearson of Chester^ 
Bishop Hall of Norwich, and Bishop Jolly of 
Moray, have substantially written in a similar 
strain. '^How worthily/' declares Bishop 
Hall, ^^is she honoured of men, whom the 
angel proclaimed beloved of God. O Blessed 
Mary ! he cannot bless thee, he cannot honour 
thee too much who deifies thee not ! " Still 
further, in the words of the hymn :— 

*' But Bcomf nl men have coldly said 
Thy love was leading me from God ; 
And yet in this I did but tread 
The very path my Saviour trod. 

" They know but little of thy worth 

Who speak these heartless words to me ; 
For what did Jesns love on earth 
One half so tenderly as thee ? 

"Jesns,* when His three hours were run, 
Bequeathed thee from the Cross to me ; 
And O ! how can I love thy Son, 

Sweet Mother, if I love not thee ? " • 

Finally, therefore, as our faith thus deepens 
in the Sgh xnyste;^ of the Incarnation; let 

* The late Father F. W. Faber. 
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US strive to live and to love as we ought. Here^ 
in our time of probation^ graces are dispensed 
most abundantly; calls^ warnings^ pleadings^ 
and promises^ follow each other in quick suc- 
cession. We have to labour here^ so that 
we may rest at last, — ^to toil now, daily deny- 
ing ourselves and watching continually, that 
so our reward may be great hereafter. To 
give up our wills, and to live for God alone, — 
this is our work. Others have so worked 
before us, even the Saints and the Martyrs 
and Confessors, who, making up the number 
of the elect, year by year crowd the steps 
of the Eternal Throne. Mary so worked, and 
gave up her will, " Be it unto me according to 
Thy word,'^ and has her reward. Our Blessed 
Lord, the Pattern Man, declared to His 
Father in Heaven, "Not My will but Thine 
be done;^* and to us, "If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me.'^ This, 
then, be our duty — this our path. And the 
end shall be glorious indeed. Then, like St. 
John, shall we have, by grace, a Mother in 
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Mary^ and Saints for companions; an elder 
Brother and a King in Christ; a Father 
Whom we shall see face to Face in the 
Eternal^ One with the Only Begotten and 
the Paraclete, God blessed for evermore. 
May this be ours at last, through the Cross 
and Passion of our adorable Redeemer! 
Amen. 



SERMON IV. 



THE FOURTH WORD. 
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SBEMOW IV. 



THE POTJETH WOED. 



" My God, My God, why hast Thon forsaken Me ? "—St. 

Matthew xzvii. 46. 



The bitter sufferings of our adorable Redeemer 
were drawing to a close when these solemn 
words were uttered. From the time of noon 
nnta the ninth hour, a strange mysterions 
darkness had overspread the Earth. Seven 
hundred years before, the prophet Amos had 
thus foretold : — " It shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the 
Sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the 
Earth in the clear day.^' So, too, Zechariah — 
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'^It shall be one day which shall be known 
nnto the Lord^ not day nor night : but it shall 
come to pass that at evening time it shall be 
light.'^ And this darkness^ which was expe- 
rienced in many other parts of the eastern 
world, as Tertullian, Origen, and other writers 
explicitly declare, bore manifest witness to 
the stupendous work of man's redemption 
which was then being effected. Of old, in 
the first creation, before the waters under the 
heaven were gathered together and dry land 
appeared, or ere individual life animated crea- 
tion, ^^ darkness was upon the face of the 
deep/' So when the work of the new creation, 
the redemption of mankind, was in progress, 
did darkness again overspread the earth. 

But when the light began to break, ^^ about 
the ninth hour,'' Jesus cried, ^' My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " Surely 
here the triumph of the chief priests and the 
people seemed to be complete. " He trusted 
in God : let Him deliver Him now, if He will 
have Him: for He said, I am the Son of 
God." Their sayings are now justified. There 
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has been no deliverance. His is a state of 
utter impotence. He is a finite beings there- 
fore the lament and the cry. But in truth it 
is not so. It is but the poignant intensity of 
His sufferings ; it is but the untold greatness 
of the sacrifice that causes Him thus to cry 
out in the bitterness of His afSicted soul : — 
^' My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?^^ 

Let us, therefore, with deep revercmce and 
devotion, proceed to consider these words. 
And first we must remember that the great 
doctrine of the Incarnation, as an eminent 
living theologian* declares, — "involves the em- 
ployment of language, wherein the terms 
proper to either of the two natures (as viewed 
abstractedly, and by themselves, and antece- 
dently to their union), are yet continually 
interchanged in consequence of the functions 
of those two natures being exercised by one 
Person Who is God and Man, Christ Jesus. ^^ 

Furthermore, it is clear from Scripture that 
there was a double operation in our Blessed 

• Owen's Dogmatic Theology, p. 264. London : 1858. 
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Sayiour. For example^ it is recorded on the 
one hand that He worked miracles and uttered 
prophecies — evidences of His Divine power : on 
the other He is represented as walkings speak- 
ing, hungering, thirsting, sorrowing, rejoicings 
sufferiug, and dying — all of which clearly point 
out His humanity. So as regards His Wills, 
there was a double operation likewise. He had 
a Divine Will, one with that of His Father. 
But He had, furthermore, a perfect human 
Will, distinct from the former, but at all times 
utterly and entirely subservient to it. And so 
it was that, in the garden of Gethsemane, He 
prayed saying, " O My Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from Me except I drink it. Thy 
Will be done.'' And then He began to drink 
of it, until it was drained to its very dregs. 
With deliberation He withdrew the support of 
the Godhead from His soul, because by an 
interior motion He wiUed to suffer, when 
indescribable woes and sorrows at once took 
possession of it. He bared His back to the 
smiter. He gave up His Will to God. Thus 
He suffered both in body and soul, delibe- 
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rately, earnestly, calmly, to bear the heavy 
burden of our transgressions, and to make an 
atonement for the whole human race. 

But what those sufferings were none can 
tell. In body, in soul, in mind, even as man 
suffers, — so did He. Sin could not come 
near His Divine Majesty ; but He permitted 
Himself to be assailed through His lower 
nature. Every deed of blood and darkness 
since the fall; every oath and blasphemy of 
passion or unbelief; each act of idolatry, — 
the lust and pride, the avarice, hatred, and 
envy of the whole World lying in wickedness 
and rejoicing in iniquity, are all upon Him now. 
Every age and clime contribute their hideous 
crowds of sinful thoughts, their black records 
of deliberate transgressions, — ^rising in steady 
and continual opposition to the Sanctity and 
Majesty of God. Man's calls neglected, his 
warnings despised, his opportunities of salva- 
tion lost; young and old, rich and poor of 
every page of history, with their varied 
temptations, their ready compliance, and their 
fearful sins, whether of weakness, wilfulness. 
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or habit, all are upon Him now. His perfect 
peace has fled. The weight grows weightier, 
the pangs are more poignant, the agony more 
intense and insufferable. " My Gtod, My Grod, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me ? '^ 

O let not the doubters and superficial 
thinkers of a shallow age, neglecting to search 
out the Divine wisdom of the Church of God, 
and imitating the sayings of the Chief Priests, 
imagine that this cry of bitter anguish which 
our Blessed Saviour uttered, tells in any degree 
in favour of unbelief. For His Power was 
made manifest in His weakness. When the 
foe, ^^ whose breath was a pestilence, and whose 
embrace was an agony,'' was thinking to con- 
quer, then was he on the point of being utterly 
repelled. For by death Christ overcame death. 
Our True Champion, like David of old, cut 
off the giant's head with his own sword. 
But the conflict was fierce, for there was a cry. 
And this cry, therefore, was that of the God- 
Man Who felt Himself abandoned of His 
Father. He alone is innocent and just — He 
alone the Holy One of Israel. Can He, then. 
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be forsaken of God? Does not such a notion 
stand in express contradiction to many of His 
Own declarations? But here, as indirectly 
offering a response, we mnst not forget that 
the Third Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity 
Who became Man, Whose two-fold human 
essence, body and soul, is not self -existing and 
independent, but living in and for the Divine 
Word, is Christ Jesns. So that, when we 
speak of Him, we may not altogether consider 
Him as God alone or as Man alone. Nor, in 
relation to His human nature, should we forget 
that He ever subjected Himself to the Will of 
His Father. '^ He that sent Me is with Me : 
the Father hath not left Me alone; for I do 
always those things that please Him.^^ More- 
over, we should try to realize something of, 
and so adore, the amazing sanctity of the 
"Man Christ Jesus.'' Neglected and perse- 
cuted, in desolation and in woe, wearied by 
His labours, or made sorrowftd at man's unbe- 
lief — did He ever complain of His sufferings ? 
No. For His mind was stayed on His Father, 
and no affliction, as yet, had ascended to the 
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height of His Peace^ so as to darken the light 
of that heaven which was within Him^ — His 
Perfect Oneness with Him Who is in Heaven. 
And though^ when the Paschal moon was 
rising over Olivet^ and lighting up the groves 
of Gethsemane^ He was enduring the bitter 
agony and the bloody sweat, yet His words to 
the Eternal were, " Not My Will, but Thine 
be done/^ and to His Apostles, as if anxious 
and ready for the bitter dregs of His cup of 
su£Pering, ^^Bise, let us be going/' It was 
not, therefore, until the whole weight of man's 
transgressions was upon Him, and His inner 
life was darkened ; not until the anguish of the 
Cross had been endured for three long weary 
hours, and the very pains of death were cruelly 
paralyzing His limbs and torturing His Soul, 
that He exclaimed in His amazing grief: 
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?'' 

Not as the Son of God, but as the Son of 
Man were these words uttered. Hence, He 
does not say, " My Father," but " My God." 
On this point St. John Damascene thus writes : 
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— ^^As the Godhead is inaccessible to suffer- 
ing. It could not suffer in the body of Jesus. 
We hold indeed that God suffered in the flesh 
— ^for as Christ is both God and Man in the 
same person, both these appellations are given 
to Him — but we may not assert that the God- 
head suffered in the flesh, or God through the 
flesh/" So, too, St. Leo :— " The Father did 
not separate Himself from the Son, any more 
than the Word separated Itself from the hu- 
manity. But the Godhead which was in the 
Sufferer was not in the suffering."' Our ador- 
able Redeemer, therefore, was simply given up 
to human weakness, to the chill desolation of a 
soul about to be separated from the body, which 
feels itself forgotten and forsaken of God. But 
He thus willingly deprived Himself for a time of 
the blessed conviction of His union with God ; 
and the cause of this is to be sought in the 
nature of our guilt and punishment. ^^ He 
Who knew no sin, for us was made sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him."" Again : ^^ Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
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US ; as it is written^ Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree/' 

Therefore^ standing in their stead and bear- 
ing their sins^ did our Blessed Saviour^ in the 
name and on behalf of the whole human race^ 
utter these words^ words which David of old 
had prophetically penned. And mark with 
what wonderfal distinctness and accuracy they 
foretell the Passion of the Redeemer: — "My 
God, My God, look upon Me : why hast Thou 
forsaken Me : and art so far from My health, 
and from the words of My complaint? O My 
God, I cry in the day-time, but Thou hearest 
not : and in the night-season also I take no 
rest. And Thou continuest Holy: O Thou 
worship of Israel. Our fathers hoped in Thee : 
they trusted in Thee, and Thou didst deliver 
them. They called upon Thee, and were 
holpen : they put their trust in Thee, and were 
not confounded. But as for Me, I am a worm, 
and no man : a very scorn of men, and the 
outcast of the people. All they that see Me 
laugh Me to scorn : they shoot out their lips, 
and shake their heads, saying. He trusted in 
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God, that He would deliver Him : let Him de- 
liver Him, if He will have Him. But Thou 
art He that took Me out of Mjr mother's womb : 
Thou wast My hope, when I hanged yet upon 
My mother^s breasts. I have been left unto 
Thee ever since I was bom : Thou art My God 
even from My mother's womb. O go not 
from Me, for trouble is hard at hand : and 
there is none to help Me. Many oxen are 
come about Me : fat Bulls of Basan close Me 
in on every side. They gape upon Me with 
their mouths; as it were a ramping and a 
roaring lion. I am poured out like water, 
and all My bones are out of joint : My Heart 
also in the midst of My body is even like 
melting wax. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and My tongue cleaveth to My 
gums : and Thou shalt bring Me into tbe dust 
of death. For many dogs are come about Me : 
and the council of the wicked layeth siege 
against Me. They pierced My Hands and 
My Feet ; I may tell all My bones : they stand 
staring and looking upon Me. They part My 
garments among them : and cast lots upon My 
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vesture. But be not Thou far from Me, O 
Lord : Thou art My succour, haste Thee to help 
Me/' 

And now, having considered these words in 
reference to our Blessed Saviour, let us go on 
to learn what their contemplation may be 
the means of teaching us. The first idea that 
rises in our miuds is that of death. For it was 
in the agony of death that they were uttered by 
our Lord. Now there are no thoughts which, 
as a rule, are so deliberately thrust aside by 
ordinary Christians, as those which relate to 
death. There is something so chilling, so un- 
natural (though natural), in the pain and 
separation of death, that, whenever the con- 
templation of it comes up, people make a strong 
eflPort, either to forget its effects or to persuade 
themselves that for them it is very far off. And 
as each recurring Lent it grows nearer, they 
view it rather with repugnance because it will 
separate them from this world, than with fear 
because it will usher them into the next. But 
while we are here, upon what uncertain and 
shifting soil do we tread ! The yawning chasm 
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is below. Death is around and about us. 
If not sudden^ the functions of the weary body 
are^ nevertheless^ gradually being impaired; 
strength is giving place to weakness ; growth 
to decay. Soon the summons will go forth; 
soon the youngest of us wiU be called away, 
and we shall be compelled to drink to its dregs 
the bitter cup of agony. The visible works 
of creation wiD then fade away from sight. The 
World, with all its broken pledges and blighted 
hopes, friends, companions, relations, will leave 
us, as we enter the Dark Valley, a miserable 
and terrible path if there be no Presence from 
on high. 

And can we hope for this, here stands the 
crucial point, if, during a lifetime, we have 
virtually lived without God in the world ? Can 
the man — the impurities and profanenesses of 
whose youth and middle age, rotting within 
him, are only overspread by coatings of newer 
and later sins — can such an one face death 
fearless or hopeful; can he be prepared to 
stand naked before a just and righteous Judge? 
If, utterly forgetting what it cost our Blessed 
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Lord to redeem the World, he could" have so 
lived and died^ unable to call God his Father^ 
unable to participate in the blessings of re- 
demption^ surely the accuser of mankind^ the 
enemy of souls^ whose abject willing servant he 
has been so long, shall then most justly claim 
his own. God has forsaken him, persecute him, 
and take him, for there is none to deliver him. 
O, beloved in the faith, there is only one 
real evil upon earth — ^the guilty and impenitent 
deliberately turning away from God : only one 
real happiness — ^the confidence of living with 
God throughout all eternity. And this no 
suffering, not even the desolation of deaths 
can touch. The darkest moment of temporal 
death is lightened by the sweet remembrance 
of His gracious promises. On a death-bed 
the blessed sign of the Cross, or a representa- 
tion of Christ crucified, brings back again to 
the mind, unstrung and weakened, those 
sources of every grace — His Sacred Wounds 
and Seven Words of love. So that the con- 
fident sayings of St. Paul n ay be for those who, 
having made their peace with God, are instant 
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and earnest in prayer, and look anxiously for 
the breaking and brightness of the everlasting 
day, when they know that they shall not be 
forsaken: — "We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed. Though our out- 
ward man perish, yet tlie inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen : for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.'^ 

So, then, let us ever live in a state of careful 
preparation for death. Let us strive to imitate 
our Blessed Saviour, and give up our wills to 
God. Let us continually aim at being faith- 
ful, patient, obedient, humble, pure. Then 
shall we never be forsaken. There may be 
trials for our faith ; but God will be near to 
hear our prayers, and to give us strength and 
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help in time of need. Therefore be our prayer. 
Lord, ''hide not Thou Thy Face from me, 
nor east Thy servant away in displeasure. 
Thou hast been very gracious ; leave me not, 
neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.'' 
" Keep my soul, and deliver me : let me not be 
confounded, for I have put my trust in Thee.'' 
"Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou 
art with me ; Thy rod and Thy staflp comfort 



me." 



O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst stretch 
out Thine Hands upon the Cross, and after 
speaking Seven Words of Love didst redeem 
us by Thy Most Precious Blood, forgive 
us our manifold trespasses, for none of our 
thoughts are hid from Thee. Pardon we 
ask, pardon we hope for, pardon we trust to 
have. Thou Who art pitiful and merciful, 
hear us, spare us and forgive. Amen, and 
Amen. 
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SERMON V. 



THE FIFTH WOED. 



" I thinrt."— St. John xix. 28. 

Thb anxious desire^ on the part of our Blessed 
Saviour^ to fulfil the various prophecies which 
centred in Himself should not be allowed to 
pass unnoticed. More than a thousand years 
bef ore^ the Psalmist of Israel had written in 
prediction of the promised Messiah — " When 
I was thirsty they gave Me vinegar to drink." 
And we find in St. John's Gospel as follows : 
— ^' Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished^ that the Scripture might be ful- 
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filled^ saith^ I thirst. Now there was set a 
vessel fall of vinegar : and they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop^ and put 
it to His Mouth/' Thus much^ then, as to this 
most striking fulfilment of the prophecy, as 
recorded by one who stood by the Cross during 
the Three Hours' Agony. 

But it is our Lord's Own Words, ^^ I thirst,'' 
that we have to consider now. He Who was 
suffering death, suffered it in all its bitter 
intensity, and permitted Himself to be given 
over to the feeling of human impotence. 
Therefore He thus spoke in the hearing of 
those who had crucified Him. Now, if we 
ponder on this Fifth Word with reverent 
attention, we shall not only see that His 
entire life, down to the time of His Passion, 
is here set forth ; but that our lives also, our 
endeavours, our desires, and longings are 
herein implicitly declared. His life on earth 
was a life of poverty, suffering, and sorrow. 
He came to be a Ransom for all men, and to 
win back the aliens to God. To accomplish this 
He had emptied Himself of His glory, and 
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become poor^ and burdened^ and outcast. 
Moreover^ there was not a moment of His life 
which He did not devote to the welfare of 
mankind. He went stbout doing good. ^^ Ye 
know,'' writes St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
" the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty 
might be rich." And so He led men ever to 
look onward, through the things seen, which 
are temporal, to those things which are not 
seen and are eternal. For example, when 
leaving Judea for Galilee, parched and weary 
with His journey. He spake to the woman of 
Samaria, and saith unto her, '^Give Me to 
drink:'' afterwards pointing out that Him- 
self was the Messiah, and declaring ^^ Whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst ; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." So that 
she immediately went to Sychar with the glad 
tidings of a prophet, asking, ^^ Is not this the 
Christ?" 
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But all^ unhappily^ were not thus in a state 
of preparation for the advent of the Shiloh. 
Too often the labours of Christ Jesus were met 
only by scoffings and unbelief. Nevertheless^ 
both by night and day^ He still laboured on. 
By day^ in the courts of the temple^ or the 
public places of the city^ to teach and to 
preach and to heal ; on the sea-shore^ in the 
wilderness^ or on the mountain side^ to convert 
and to bless ; to lead^ to guide^ and to console. 
By night on the bare ground of the Mount of 
Olives, for prayer; or listening, maybe, to 
the timid Nicodemus, or sleeping a brief sleep 
ill the disciples' ship : brief, for it is He Who 
dedareth, ^^ I sleep, but My Heart awaketh.'' 
He raises the widow's son. He blesses little 
children. He comes into direct contact with 
sinners. The Pharisee, the publican, and the 
harlot, stand face to Face with Him. He 
seeks them. He loves them. He thirsts for 
their immortal souls. 

And that thirst was apparent in every de- 
tail of His sufferings. For He not only la- 
boured, as we have seen, but suffered. Now, 
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the perfect fulfilment of obedience was deaths 
and as He drew near to His deaths the more 
He appeared to desire it. For to the World 
that death would become the gate of life. 
From Gethsemane to the Judgment Hall^ He 
took His way ; from the Palace of Herod to 
the Bock of Calvary, deeper and deeper into 
the Dark Valley : ever thirsting for the souls of 
men, loving them with an intense and ever- 
lasting love, loving them even to the end. 
And when the cup of suffering was almost 
drained, when ere long the Head would be 
bowed, and the Spirit have passed away. He 
exclaimed, ^^ I thirst. '^ 

As the expression of the most extreme bodily 
pain, we may regard these solemn words of our 
dying Redeemer, indicating the fearful inten- 
sity of those last moments of bitterest suffering 
which He so lovingly and patiently endured. 
From the Five Sacred Wounds the Precious 
Blood had flowed continually. It was an east- 
em land, and there was a burning fever glow. 
"My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and My tongue cleaveth to My gums, and 
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Thou shalt bring Me into the dust of death/^ 
^^I thirst/^ Again: if we consider this cry 
to be expressive of the mental sufferings of 
our Blessed Lord^ we may regard it as the 
expression of the desire of His human nature 
to experience once again that holy feeling of 
support from His Father which, in His 
amazing love, He had voluntarily surrendered. 
'^ Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks, 
so longeth My Soul after Thee, O God. My 
Soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the 
Living God; when shall I come to appear 
before the Presence of God ? " The Soul of 
Christ Jesus, in its bitter death-struggle under 
a darkened sky, sighed after the everlasting 
fountain of light and joy, from which it was 
only separated in feeling. 

Or, if from another point of view we look 
at these words, the same beautiful theme will 
be before us — even the love of Christ Jesus. 
^^ I thirst.'^ He thirsted, then, not alone for 
Himself, as regards His Passion, but for His 
brethren. The whole earth as far as graces 
were concerned was barren. It was but a 
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desolate wilderness^ like to the onregenerate 
heart of man. It needed the waters of life. 
Though for a moment^ when the words ^'I 
thirst '^ were uttered, these appeared, for the 
Son of Man, to have ceased to flow ; yet did 
they nevertheless break forth more abundantly 
when the darkness had passed away, and when 
the flood-gates of heavenly graces were first 
opened to a sinful world. "In that day,^' — 
the prophet Zechariah had written, and now 
the words were fulfilled, — " in that day there 
shall be a fountain opened to the House of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for 
sin and for uncleanness,'^ even the adorable 
Wounds, the Five Wells of our Salvation. So, 
likewise, Isaiah: — ^^I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground/^ " The parched ground shall become 
a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water.^^ 
Such had been the blessed promise of Almighty 
God to His Church; and when the Second 
Adam, He Who should restore that which had 
been destroyed by the first, was undergoing 
the thirst of this World's wilderness. He was 

6 
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in truth fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. If 
He exclaimed upon the Cross, ^^ I thirst,'^ He 
likewise cried out to the World at large from 
that His tree of suflFering, "Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money : come ye, buy and 
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price/' 

And still He thirsts and calls. True, all 
His sufferings are over : — " Christ being dead 
dieth no more. Death hath no more dominion 
over Him.'' And the God-Man is now in 
heaven. But there He continually presents 
Himself before His Father's throne, and shows 
the Wounds with which He was wounded in 
the house of His friends ; for " He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us." The sacrifice of 
Calvary is still being pleaded by our One Me- 
diator of Redemption, — the Sacred Heart still 
beats in love for mankind. He has no plea- 
sure in the death of him that dieth. He de- 
sires that all men should find mercy through 
Him. Therefore He cried out, " I thirst." 

He thirsts, because He loves, and He loves 
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because^ though Man^ He is God. For *' God 
is Love/^ And how strong and affectionate is 
that love, let His bitter Passion testify. For 
that He loves us more than His Life^ is clear^ 
because He parts with that Life in love : that 
we^ who are dead in trespasses and sins^ may 
live again through Him. He sheds His Pre- 
cious Blood to cleanse our souls. He offers 
His Own Body in sacrifice, to be at once our 
Victim, our Ransom, and our Food. Again : 
His Love is effectual. It is not manifest 
merely in words, but in deeds. His beauty 
and comeliness were hidden, so that He might 
become for us '^ despised and rejected of men, 
a Man of sorrows,- and acquainted with grief.'* 
He offered Himself because it was His Will. 
And He willed to do so, because He loved us. 
Moreover, He loved us not only strongly and 
affectionately and effectually, as we have seen, 
but also disinterestedly. For on our side 
there was no merit whatsoever. We simply 
deserved nothing but hell. He loved us, then, 
with no chance of gain to Himself, because 
any thing that we may presume to offer to 

6 * 
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Him^ we must first have had in germ frwn 
Him. Nor did He need us. And yet He 
loved us. Therefore it follows^ that His Love 
was disinterested. It is also bountiM and 
eternal. 

Nor is His Love changed now. It is the 
same : as deep^ as true^ as wonderful as ever. 
He loves us^ us of this nineteenth century^ 
with as bountiful and eternal a love as that 
with which He loved those of old. He desires 
that we should be saved. He thirsts for our 
undying souls. ^' I thirst.^' Every kind and 
class of sinners He longs to see repentant and 
accepted. He offered Himself a willing sacri- 
fice that the world might be redeemed. He 
shed His Precious Blood that sinners might be 
washed in the Fountain of Life. Why, then, 
do they remain aliens and unf orgiven ? Why 
come not those who, in thought, word, and 
deed, have deliberately transgressed His Law ? 
For the adulterer and blasphemer, — the fomi- 
cator, the proud, and the profane, He thirsts. 
Why, at a season like the present, are there not 
as well those who have sinned openly, in the 
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face of day and in the light of the worlds as 
those who have transgressed unseen^ save by 
the Eye of God^ in secret^ in solitude^ away 
firom the haunts of men ? Why do they not 
crowd thither^ with acts of contrition and tears 
of sorrow^ to seek forgiveness at the Hand of 
God^ and balm from the Physician of souls? 
One day^ surely drawing on^ the garment of 
mere profession ynH be rudely torn away, 
and gathered thousands will scan their souls' 
deformity. Soon the time will come when no 
crafty attempt to show a fancied bright side to 
the Worlds will in any degree avail. The time 
for deception will have passed away. The 
filthiness of the whited sepulchre will then be 
known^ and mankind be no longer deceived. 
For the accuser of souls will be there. The 
willingly-forgotten sins of a lifetime, so dark, 
SO deadly^ so foul (not one has escaped J are all 
in the memory of Satan. Then will he justly 
claim those for whom Christ thirsted^ because^ 
weighing carefully and with deliberation life 
temporal with life eternal^ they chose darkness 
rather than lights — ^they left the God Who had 
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died for them^ and faithfully served the enemy 
of souls* O dark day of bitter n^oe and torment 
indescribable I Time and opportunities^ wrest- 
lings of the Spirit, and days of grace fled 
utterly, and for ever ! No more calls or warn- 
ings, no more seasons of penance or sacraments 
of love. All of light and peace now past and 
gone, and only the yawning chasm of the 
bottomless pit to be seen in the eternal future. 

Beloved in the faith, are we in sin ? Is our 
present state such, O, let us be honest with 
our own consciences, as that if God called us 
away to-night, our Blessed Saviour^s Death and 
Passion would have been endured in vain? 
Are we thus transgressing, knowingly, deli- 
berately, boldly ; ^^ decent,^' it may be, accord- 
ing to the World's measurement, but only 
making more sure our final end? If so, the 
words of the text are for such. "I thirst.'^ 
Christ thirsts for them, pleads for them, waits 
for them in patience and in love. 

What, then, shall this present season bring 
to us ? What use shall we make of it '^ Where 
shall we be at its close ? Thousands are daily 
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dying. Many whose names we have known, 
and whose hands we have grasped^ passing 
from our ken and sights are waking up in 
God's eternal wrath. The careless World does 
not see this, because the World is too busv 
and engrossed with other matters to pause and 
think of these. A few niore years roll on and 
another generation is gone. The names on 
the old tombstones can hardly be read, and 
other names are now recorded in the churchyard 
green. But the law is the same with each 
generation. On the part of God, patience, 
and mercy, and love, and long-suffering : on 
the part of man, too often only blindness, and 
sin, and self-delusion. 

But still it is, " I thirst.^' He thirsts for us, 
and for our souls. Would that, on our parts, 
we would earnestly thirst for Him ! First, if 
this be desired, there must be repentance. 
'^ Turn unto Me, and I will turn unto you.'' 
Then the will and the soul and the body must 
be given up. So, most surely, shall follow 
pardon, consolation, and peace. The drought 
shall be satisfied. The dry land shall be filled 
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with springs of water. The Precious Blood 
shall not have been shed in vain. '^ How excel- 
lent is Thy Mercy, O God ; and the children 
of men shall put their trust under the shadow 
of Thy wings. They shall be satisfied with the 
plenteousness of Thy House, and Thou shalt 
give them drink of Thy pleasures as out of a 
river. For with Thee is the well of Life, and 
in Thy Light shall we see light.'' Which 
may God of His infinite Mercy grant to all of 
us in the peace and glory of His heavenly 
mansions, for the sake of the Passion of His 
Son Our Saviour ! Amen. 
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SERMON VI, 



THE SIXTH WORD. 



" It is finished."— St. John xix. 30. 

The work which the Only Begotten Son of 
Gk>d proposed to Himself to accomplish when 
He took our nature upon Him was to redeem 
the World, and to reconcile man with God. In 
other words, the disobedience of the first Adam, 
and the sentence of eternal death which was 
thereby incurred, were to be entirely reversed 
by the Passion, perfect obedience, and victory 
of the Second Adam — ^the '^Man Christ Jesus.'' 
^^God commendeth His Love towards us,'' writes 
St. Paul, '^ in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us." And again : " I delivered 
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unto you first of all that whicli I also reoeived^ 
how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures/^ " By His Own Blood He en- 
tered in once into the Holy place^ having ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us/^ So that not 
only were the sufferings and death of our 
Blessed Redeemer a reversal of Adam's fall^ 
and a satisfaction for sin^ but also the means of 
atonement for man by which he was brought 
back again to life from the power of Satan to 
the obedience of God. Still further: God 
Almighty^ the Eternal Father^ accepted His 
Son's reconciliation of us^ as St. Paul thus 
declares : — " When we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son/' 
So that^ when these words of our Blessed 
Saviour^ ^'It is finished/' were spoken from 
the Cross^ the tyranny of the enemy of souls was 
overthrown once and for ever^ and the triumph 
of our heavenly champion was complete. 

True^ as far as appearances were concerned^ 
it was not so to the World. It was not so to 
the Chief Priests and Scribes around^ or to the 
scoffing crowd which watched and gloated over 
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His death Agony. For He seemed to be their 
victim and powerless. " He saved others^ Him- 
self He cannot save.^' And His persecutors 
insulted Him in the hour of their apparent 
triumph. Did He not declare that He would 
build the destroyed temple in three days ; and 
on another occasion told of one who began to 
build and was not able to finish ? Where are 
now His promises ? Where His mission ? For, 
in weakness and woe and sufferings He dies 
between two thieves. 

The words of the text are the answer : — *^ It 
is finished.^' 

Four thousand years before, man, in the per- 
fect possession of free-will, having deliberately 
chosen the broad path, a promise of a Saviour 
had been mercifully given. The Seed of the 
woman, it was declared, should bruise the ser- 
pent's head. And this promise had never been 
forgotten. As the world grew older it stood 
out more clearly, a bright light amid the 
darkness, to speak of God^s love, and to bid 
mankind live in hope. But the day of grace 
was long in coming. Kings and princes de- 
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sired to see it^ but were called to their fathers 
ere the dayspring from on high arose. Never- 
theless^ at God^s appointed time^ the work of 
the new creation was commenced; even when 
the ^^ Hail thou that art highly-favoured,^' was 
spoken to Mary by the Archangel Gabriel, and 
when the Immaculate and Only Begotten was 
conceived of the Holy Ghost. And the work 
was consummated on Calvary, when the words 
of the text were spoken. Then was man's 
redemption complete. 

Now, though these solemn words, ^^ It is 
finished,'' unlike the other six spoken from the 
Cross, were not addressed to any one indi- 
vidual in particular, yet do they concern us 
each and all. Because Christ died for all men, 
and shed His Blood that all men might be 
saved. Therefore, '^ He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear." 

^^It is finished." That is, the work is 
finished which God had given Him to do. 
"Sacrifice and meat oflfering, Thou wouldest 
not ; but Mine ears hast Thou opened. Burnt 
oflferings and sacrifice for sin hast Thou not 
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required: then said I^ Lo I come; in the 
volume of the book it is written of Me that I 
should fulfil Thy Will, O My God, I am 
content to do it ; yea. Thy law is within My 
Heart/' Again : " My meat is to do the WiU 
of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work/' 
So that, in His obedience and patience, and 
suffering and death, the work which God 
had imposed, was completed. The Sixth Word, 
therefore, may be looked upon as the exulting 
cry of a conqueror, who declares by it a most 
joyfiil and glorious message for the whole 
human race. The annunciation to Mary re- 
joiced the Angelic choirs, for, upon the first 
Christmas night, they sang glory to God, — 
but then the work of redemption was but being 
begun. Now it was actually completed. For 
the Author of Man's Redemption Himself de- 
clares — '' It is finished." This was His work 
from childhood, for even then He went ^^ about 
His Father's business." He was labouring 
for this end, likewise, when He toiled by the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee, or dispensed His 
graces and benedictions, both for body and 
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soiil^ to the fanushing crowds around. To this 
blessed consummation were His prayers di- 
rected when the night was on^ and the dews 
fell thick upon the Mount of OKves. And so^ 
when the Sacrament of His Body and Blood 
had been duly instituted^ and He had by an- 
ticipation offered Himself in that adorable 
mystery for the sins of the World, He could 
declare, as He did, to His Heavenly Father, — 
^' I have glorified Thee on earth : I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to 
do/^ When, therefore, the last drop of His 
Precious Blood was actually poured out, and 
this, the Sixth Word, was spoken, the prince 
and the powers of darkness were utterly 
overcome. Christ was the Victor over death 
and heU. Then the fondest hopes of bygone 
years, as weU as the deepest aspirations of 
succeeding ages, were each and all fulfilled 
by Him in Whom they centred. The True 
High Priest once for aU entered into the holy 
of holies, and the work of redemption was 
complete. Therefore He exclaimed, '^It is 
finished.'^ 
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Thus mach^ then^ apon this aspect of the 
text. Now let us go on to consider it from 
another point of view. 

We have arrived at the point that our 
Blessed Saviour purchased the ransom of man- 
kind by His Blood, and sealed it when the 
Sixth AV'ord was uttered. But, although this 
is true as regards mankind in general, even as 
the freedom of a number of slaves might be 
obtained by a single payment, yet the effects 
of that redemption were not applied to the 
souls of each of us, until we actually received 
Holy Baptism. Then, so to speak, the fetters 
of spiritual slavery were knocked off. We 
were led out of the darkness of original sin, in 
which by nature we were bom, into the 
glorious light and liberty of the Gospel. So 
that the work of redemptibn in our souls was 
commenced at the font. But although it was 
then commenced, it by no means follows that 
it will be soon or even ever completed. For 
this depends upon ourselves. God first gives 
us grace, of His Own great mercy and love ; 
but if that grace be not duly co-operated with^ 

7 
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it continually grows less and less. For in- 
stance : our daily natural needs are not sufficed 
by a single morning meal ; nor can a fire that 
is kindled at sunrise^ if no fresh fuel has been 
added^ be reasonably expected to be found 
burning at sunset. So that there is a continual 
work to be done^ — ^the lamp of faith has to be 
kept burnings our daily spiritual necessities 
to be duly suppUed. Moreover if we do not 
carefully interest ourselves to learn something 
of the manner in which our redemption has 
been effected, how can we possibly feel assured 
that at this present moment it has been com- 
pleted for us? For as a very important sub- 
jective portion of the Catholic Religion, — ^we 
must ever recollect — ^that the gifts and graces 
of God do not flow into our hearts like rays 
from the sun, in spite of our own carelessness 
and virtual unbelief. Nor is it true that we 
are to remain passive^ and expect God Almighty 
to save us at last in spite of our own want of 
exertion. This is the great Protestant heresy 
of the present day, and should be carefully 
avoided. 
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On the other hand, as has been already pointed 
out, we must ever remember that, in the 
spiritual life of each one of us, the commence- 
ment of our sanctification comes most mer- 
ciftdly from God. It has been so, as we may 
see if we look back, as regards the World in 
general, and it is so as regards individuals. 
For the Incarnation of the Only Begotten 
was an absolute work of God. Our Lord^s 
obedience unto death, an act of His Human 
Will, was the means by which He acquired 
that merit; offered for, and applied to, all. 
Thus on His part was there nothing more to 
be done, when He had completed His stupen- 
dous work, and was about to resign His Spirit 
to His Father. '^ For as by one man^s disobe- 
dience,^' writes St. Paul, *'many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many 
be made righteous.'' Here then, in order 
clearly to discover our practical duties, we 
cannot fail to see that justification has both a 
negative and positive side : a negative or 
expiatory side, known as pardon; a positive, 
known as sanctification. The work of God, 

7 * 
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therefore^ with those who have been baptized 
has been actually and powerfully commenced. 
For baptism not only imparts a character 
(which can never be lost), but bestows grace, 
(which, alas ! is lost too frequently) . And so it 
comes to pass that the written Word of Grod, 
as well as the Living Voice of the Church, 
remind us that on our parts there is a work 
of the highest importance to be set about and 
accomplished. For we have duly to co-operate 
with grace, and so gain more. ^'Unto him 
that hath shall be given/^ ''The Spirit and 
the Bride say, Come, and let him that heareth 
say. Come, and let him that is athirst come, 
and whosoever will let him take the water of 
life freely/^ We have, therefore, to imitate 
Christ ; to follow, in our own lives. Him Who 
is the Pattern-Man ; and so, by God^s strength 
to secure for ourselves a new life in Him. 

Again : we read that '' the first man is of 
the earth earthy; the Second Man is the 
Lord from Heaven. As is the earthy such 
are they also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly such are they also that are heavenly, 
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and as we have borne the image of the earthy^ 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly/' 
And elsewhere, *' Though He were a Son, yet 
learned He obedience by the things which He 
suffered : and being made perfect. He became 
the Author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him.'' So that the condition of 
the work of redemption being completed in 
us, depends, as was before stated, upon our 
duly co-operating with grace. For we are not 
simply redeemed and sure of everlasting sal- 
vation, because we are members of that great 
human family for which Christ died ; but we 
have to obey and to " work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling.'* It will not do to 
declare, as is the case with some, — *' I know 
that I am a miserable sinner, like every other 
child of man, full of evil passions and im- 
purities. But, then I am not absolutely inde- 
pendent, but a created confined spirit of a 
corrupted nature, and, therefore, necessarily 
prone to sin. But I believe with all my hearty 
that my sins are covered by the abundant 
merits of Christ. For I live in the hope that 
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I have found pardon through Him^ and, as 
faith brings justification, I fiilly believe myself 
accounted righteous, and accepted by God/' O 
pious delusion ! We are not simply accounted 
righteous, but made so. Our sins are not 
merly hidden from God's view, as it were, 
by the garment of Christ's righteousness, but 
are actually washed away by the Precious 
Blood of His Son. So that, if we use aright 
the first instalment of grace given us at the 
font, we shall gain more, — strength, help and 
consolation in the time of weakness and the 
day of trouble. 

But we must work, and then the divine work 
in us will be completed in due time. ''Let 
every one that nameth the Name of Christ 
depart from iniquity." '' Follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace." And for this, grace 
from on high is needful : but our own co- 
operation is likewise required. Faith is most 
truly necessary, but it must be a faith that 
worketh by love. A readiness of will, also, is 
ever required of us. We should try to say in 
truth, "Not my will but Thine be done." 
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We should deny ourselves daily^ and take up 
our cross and follow Him. Our work is 
around us^ about us^ and within us. First to 
conquer the old man^ reducing his cravings 
and repressing his desires^ and then going on 
from strength to strength^ adding grace to 
grace^ and letting our light shine before 
men. 

So, when the end comes, shall we find our 
reward. Our earthly life, if this has been our 
dally aim, will have been a period in which we 
were carefully and systematically placing stone 
upon stone of a spiritual fabric, intended to 
last for eternity. Not of hay nor wood nor 
stubble — mere transitory feelings and common- 
place faith — ^but of solid virtues and heavenly 
graces; so that at last the building may be 
sound and complete, with Christ Himself for 
its Head Corner-stone. 

May God, of His infinite Mercy, grant this 
to us, for His sake Who consummated the 
work of His Incarnation by dying upon the 
Cross, — Jesus Christ our Saviour and Re- 
deemer ! Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 



THE SEVENTH WOED. 



" Father, into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit." — 

St. Lukb xziii. 46. 



Not one of the Seven Words spoken by our 
Blessed Saviour during His agony on the 
Cross, but is intended not only to teach us 
something concerning the Wonderful mystery 
of God Manifest in the flesh, but also to set 
before us Him Who spake, in order that we 
may strive to follow His blessed example. 

First, therefore, let us call carefully to mind 
Who it is thus hanging upon the Tree. None 
other than the Word, the Wisdom of God, the 
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Only Begotten of the Father, the Lord of 
Glory, the King of Kings, the Great Creator 
of Heaven and earth. He suffers that we may 
escape punishment. He dies that we may 
live eternally. The Sacrifice is offered and ac- 
cepted. The old hand-writing of ordinances 
is blotted out and nailed to the Cross. The 
chasm between earth and Heaven is bridged 
over. To effect this our Blessed Saviour left 
His Father's home, emptied Himself of His 
Glory, and for three-and-thirty years lived 
amongst men. But now, when the work of 
Redemption is completed. He prepares to re- 
turn. Though, in His Divine Essence, and as 
the Eternal Word, He never ceased to reign 
in inseparable union with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, yet in His Human Nature He 
was here. But now that His labours are over 
and His special work consummated. He cries 
with a loud voice, " Father, into Thy Hands I 
commend My Spirit/' Even as He had before 
spoken, " I came forth from the Father, and 
am come into the world : again I leave the 
world, and go to the Father.'' For He had 
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already declared^ *' It is finished/' He had 
bequeathed Himself to His followers in the 
Holy Eucharist^ and commissioned His Apostles 
to represent His death to the Eternal Father, 
until He should come again. He had given 
His Sacred Body to those who had crucified 
Him. He had asked pardon for mankind, 
promised Paradise to the Penitent thief, given 
His Mother a son, and His beloved disciple a 
Mother by grace ; and there remained, there- 
fore, nothing to Him now but to commend 
His Spirit to His Heavenly Father, and this 
He does. " The flesh dies,'' writes St. Ambrose, 
*' that the Spirit may rise again.'' The Spirit 
is commended to the Father that heavenly 
things may be loosed from the chain of iniquity, 
and peace be made in Heaven, which earthly 
things should follow. The Venerable Bede 
also declares, ^' By invoking the Father, He 
shows Himself to be the Son of God, but by 
commending His Spirit He signifies not the 
weakness of His strength, but His confidence 
in the same power with His Father." So, too, 
St. Gregory of Nyssa. '' It becomes us to en- 
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quire/^ he writes, ''how our Lord distributes 
Himself into three parts at once : into the 
bowels of the earth as he told the Pharisees ; 
into the Paradise of God, as He declared to the 
thief; into the Hands of the Father, as is said 
here. To those, however, who rightly consi- 
der, it is scarcely worthy of question, for He 
Who by His Divine Power is in every place is 
present likewise in any particular place/' 

Let us specially remember then, that it was 
as the Son of Man, that He commended His 
Spirit to His Father. Though, at the same 
time, we must firmly hold that He was not 
separated from the Eternal Word. For if we 
say that the Human Nature exists alone we are 
Arians ; if we regard His Sacred Body as ethe- 
real or shadowy, and not a true Body, we are 
Gnostics ; and if we deny the Personal Unity 
we are Nestorians. The right faith is, that we 
believe and confess that there existed together 
in every moment of His Life both the Human 
and Divine Nature in One Person. " Father, 
into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit/' 

Here, again, let us mark how, at the close 
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of His Passion^ Our Blessed Saviour began to 
reign from His Cross. As the ancient Hymn 
declares : — 

** Impleta stmt quad oeoinit 
David fidelis carminei 
Dioendo natiombus, 
Begnavit a ligno Dens.'' 

" Fulfilled is David's faithful lay ,• 
God from a Tree shall nations sway ; 
Now Jesus triumphs, as was told, 
In true prophetic voice of old ** — 

and was even there highly exalted by His 
Heavenly Father. For the superscription above 
declared Him to be the King of the Jews. 
Nature asserted Him to be her God. The 
earth trembled^ the rocks did quake^ the vail 
of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom ; so that the Centurion^ and they 
that were with him^ witnessed these miraculous 
events ; and he declared^ " Truly this is the 
Son of God.'' 

Still further, at the very moment of this 

* An old Version of the tenth verse of Psalm zoiz. ran 
thns: — "Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord 
reigneth from the Tree." 
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sayings the enemies of our Lord were utterly 
discomfited. Satan, the prince of this world, 
was cast out from his usurped possessions, and 
Death and Hell were overcome. The World 
and all its false maxims were condemned ; 
human pride overthrown, worldly wisdom ex- 
posed. Now the Cross is victorious and the 
Crucified a Bling. Under the one, may the 
faithful wage their continual war-struggle 
with success, — ^under the other, if in His 
strength they gain the victory, they shall reign 
with Him for ever and ever. 

'* Father, into Thy Hands I commend My 
Spirit.'^ Mark, here, again, that our Blessed 
Lord does not pray for deliverance from death, 
or from its terrors, for to these He had volun- 
tarily abandoned Himself, but He asks for the 
protection of His immortal Soul. Here we 
see, then, that He was made in all things like 
unto us, yet without sin. For as the soul in 
ourselves takes no part in the dissolution of 
the body, is not subject to death, but lives 
beyond death, so was it with our Blessed 
Lord. His moment of death, was come, and. 



VII.] THE SEVENTH WOED. 113 

therefore, requiring a place where that Soul 
might be received, a home where It might 
find peace and repose. He exclaims, " Father, 
into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit/' For 
this. He, and He alone, can bestow; as Scrip- 
ture declares, " The souls of the righteous are 
in the Hand of God, and there shall no torment 
touch them." Here, again, the triumph of 
our Champion is once more made manifest. 
"For Thou wilt not leave My Soul in hell, 
neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to 
see corruption.^' ' Death is swallowed up in 
victory, " for God giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ/' Furthermore, though 
the Soul of our Redeemer was separated from 
His Body, from three o'clock on the First 
Good Friday, until very early in the morning 
of the first Easter day, yet was the Divine 
Nature most truly with both. So that the 
Soul of God was with the Patriarchs in Hades, 
and the Body of God was attended and adored 
by the angels of the sepulchre in shining gar- 
ments. Now then, we see still farther, that 
there is an intimate connection between the 

8 
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First and the Last Words spoken fiK>m the 
Cross. In the Firsts the expiation of man^s 
guilt was effected by the dedication of our 
Lord's meritorious sacrifice^ — in the Last^ the 
removal of our punishment through regenera- 
tion^ by a participation in the Life of Christ; 
for^ as the first man Adam was made a living 
soul^ so the Last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. So that the death-day of the Redeemer 
became the birth-day of the world. 

Once more, in regard to a point which con- 
cerns ourselves, let us consider carefully why 
it was that our Blessed Saviour so especially 
commended His Spirit into His Father's Hands. 
Now, may not the words spoken at the grave 
of Lazarus afford at least an indirect answer? 
—'' Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard 
Me. And I knew that Thou hearest Me 
always : but because of the people which stand 
by I said it, that they may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me.'' Even so, because, on the Cross, 
He cried with a loud voice, — "Father, into 
Thy Hands I commend My Spirit;" thus 
pointing out to us that the care of our souls 
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should be our first and last consideration. " For 
what is a man profited^ if he shall gain the 
whole World, and lose his own soul ? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? '* 

Here, therefore, if we turn for a few moments 
from the contemplation of the death of our 
Blessed Lord, is the subject for our special 
attention. Are we, at this moment, so living 
that if we died before the sun rises to-morrow, 
we should be enabled to commend our souls 
with some hope of acceptance, to the keeping 
of Almighty God ? In fact, are we in God^s 
favour now ? Or, on the other hand, are we 
deliberately losing our souls ? Questions like 
these are those which we cannot fail to find 
rising up in our minds, whether we will or not, 
when we contemplate the love of Christ Jesus 
for sinners and His amazing anxiety for their 
salvation. For we cannot but see that if we 
remain still in our sins, a time will come that 
an account must be given before, and a sen- 
tence passed by, an All-Bighteous Judge. 
Then we may find, but too late — O God, grant 
that it may be otherwise I — ^that, as far as our 

8 * 
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souls are concerned, the Seven Words have 
been spoken, and the Precious Blood poured 
out, in vain. Then, when the soul is sepa- 
rated from the body, and the scenes of earth, 
which have been so familiar, are all left behind; 
when new lands and fresh regions are before 
us; when the dream of life has given place 
to the realities of the unseen world; then, 
where shall we be and what will be our state, 
if we have been unable in the flesh to com- 
mend our spirits unto God ? Holy Scripture 
gives us an answer — ^'There shall be outer 
darkness, with weeping and gnashing of teeth/^ 
Once again, therefore, in this solemn season 
of Passion- tide, let us turn our eyes towards 
Calvary. Once more, let us contemplate the 
loving Saviour of mankind, dying for our sins. 
" Behold and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto My sorrow,^' sorrow because men were 
there and then losing their immortal souls; 
sorrow because men by continual transgression 
would, in the future, still crucify the Son of 
Man afresh, and put Him to an open shame. 
See, then, and contemplate His Woe; and 
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while you mark His Woe, consider His Charity 
and Mercy likewise. His Sacred Head is 
bowed down to give repentant sinners the kiss 
of peace ; His Arms are open to receive them ; 
His Wounds are gaping to hide them; His 
Most Precious Blood is flowing to cleanse 
them. Come, therefore, and accept His offers 
of Salvation. Come and let Him be your 
Saviour. He is your Friend— your true 
Joshua; trust Him, therefore, implicitly, and 
follow Him as He leads you to the Heavenly 
Canaan. Serve Him in faith and patience, in 
devotion and perseverance; and ye shall not 
serve Him in vain. "Let them that suffer 
according to the Will of Grod commit the 
keeping of their souls to Him in well-doing, as 
imto a faithful Creator .^^ " I know Whom I 
have believed,'^ writes St. Paul, " and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which is 
committed unto Him against that day.'' And 
60 it shall be. He will be our Guide unto 
death, and our great and eternal Reward here- 
after. " My sheep hear My Voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me : and I give unto 
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them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
Hand/' While on our part^ imitating our 
Blessed Lord both in life and deaths let this 
be our confident prayer, " Be Thou my strong 
rock and house of defence, that Thou mayest 
save me. For Thou art .my strong rock and 
my castle; be Thou also .my guide, and lead 
me for Thy Name's sake. Draw me out of 
the net that they have laid privily for me : for 
Thou art my strength. Into Thy Hands I 
commend my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed 
me, O Lord Thou God of Truth.'' 



O Lord Jesus Christ, pierce my heart with 
Thy Holy Wounds, and inebriate my soul with 
Thy Most Precious Blood, so that whitherso- 
ever I turn, I may see Thee crucified, and 
whatsoever I look upon may appear dyed with 
Thy Most Sacred Blood ; so that being wholly 
intent upon Thee, I may be enabled to con- 
template nothing beside Thee, Who livest and 
reignest, God, world without end. Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 



The Author, in a notice, otherwise favourable 
—of his ^'Four Advent Sermons,"* having 
been severely censured by the Literary Church- 
many for using the term ^' Mother of God/' and 
not feeling at all justified in abandoning its 
use, thinks it well to print a few testimonies 
from such high authorities as may be regarded 
sufficiently conclusive, not only as to the per- 
missibility but the duty of maintaining and 
teaching those truths which its adoption by a 
Greneral Council was intended to defend ; and, 
as a consequence, the term itself which em- 
bodies them. 

* London : Masters, 1868. 
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The passage of the review was as follows : — 

" Further, then, we wholly disapprove of the 
use of the phrase, 'Mother of God/ '^ — Literary 
Churchman, p. 461, 1858. 

In answer to which, the Editor's attention 
may be first drawn to the well-known decree 
of the Council of Ephesus ; and, secondly, to 
the following extracts from the writings of one 
of our most learned post-Reformation divines 
— Bishop John Pearson of Chester. : — 

'' So is she frequently styled the Mother of 
Jesus in the language of the Evangelists, and 
by Elizabeth particularly, the Mother of her 
Lord, as also by the general consent of the 
Church (because He which was so bom of her 
was God), the Deipara ; which being a com- 
pound title begun in the Greek Church, was 
resolved into its parts by the Latins, and so the 
Virgin was plainly named the Mother of God.'' 

" In respect of her, it was therefore neces- 
sary, that we might perpetually preserve an 
esteem of her person proportionable to so 
high a dignity. It was her own prediction. From 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed ; 
but the obligation is ours, to call her, to 
esteem her so. If Elizabeth cried out with so 
loud a voice, Blessed art thou among women, 
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when Christ was but newly conceived in her 
womb ; what expressions of honour and admi- 
ration can we think sufficient now that Christ is 
in Heaven, and that Mother with Him ! Far 
be it from any Christian to derogate from 
that special privilege granted her, which is 
incommunicable to any other. We cannot 
bear too reverend a regard unto the Mother of 
our Lordy so long as we give her not that 
worship which is due unto the Lord Himself. 
Let us keep the language of the Primitive 
Church : Let her be honoured and esteemed, let 
Him be worshipped and adored.^' — Pearson on 
the Creed. Third Edition, Oxford, 1847, p. 218. 

Again, in the " Notes '^ : — 

"This name was first used in the Greek 
Church, who, delighting in the happy com- 
positions of that language, called the blessed 
Virgin ^cotokos. Prom whence the Latins in 
imitation styled her Virginem Deiparam et 
Deigenitricem. Meursius in his glossary sets 
the original of this title in the time of Jiisti- 
nian : ' Inditum hoc nomen est matri Domini 
ac Servatoris nostri Jesu Christi a Synodo 
V. Constantinopolitana tempore Justiniani.' 
Whereas, this was not the original, but the 
confirmation, of that title. ' In hac Synodo 
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Catholice est institutum^ ut beata Maria sem- 
per virgo 0€ot6k<k dieeretur : qtiia, sicut Catho- 
lica fides habet^ non hominem solum^ sed vere 
Deum et hominem^ genuit/ '' Paul Wamef . 
de Gtest. Longobard. lib. VI. cap 14. 

''Now part of the heresy of Nestorius was 
the denial of this ^cotokos^ and the whole was 
nothing else but the ground of that denial. 
And therefore beings he was condemned for 
denying of it^ that title must be acknowledged 
authentic, which he denied, from the time of 
the Council of Ephesus.^^ 

''It is plain, then, that the Council of 
Ephesus, which condemned Nestorius, confirmed 
this OcoTOKOi; I say, confirmed it: for it is 
evident that it was before used in the Church, 
by the tumult which arose at the first denial of 
it by Anastasius : and so confirmed it as 
received before, because they approved the 
Epistles of St. Cyril, who proved it by the 
usage of those Fathers which preceded him.'* — 
Notes upon Pearson on the Creed. Third 
Edition, Oxford, 1847, pp. 142, 143. 

The Rev. Robert Owen, B.D., late Fellow 
and Dean of Jesus College, in his Dogmatic 
Theology, thus writes to the same efEect : — 

" An instance, bearing some analogy to the 
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TTieandric operation^ may be cited in the 
peculiar title of Theotokos (Gk)d's Parent, or 
the Mother of God), which, ever since the 
Council of Ephesus, the Church has conse- 
crated to denote the incommunicable privilege 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in that she be- 
came the Mother of Emmanuel, G^^'tKbh-us. 
I do not know on what ground the use of this 
title can be defended, except on the admission 
of the principle of the Theandric operation, 
that is to say, that the attributes and essence 
of the Logos may be applied to that human 
Nature bom of Mary, because of their Personal 
Union in the One Christ ; and that such inter- 
change is required in order to impress on our 
minds the reality of the Union (ei/anns) afore- 
said, and that it was not merely a conjunction 
(crwo^cia) or conjugation (crufvyta), as the Nes- 
torians pretended. Thus, to conceive of Mary^s 
being the Mother of God the Word barely and 
immediately, so as to involve the notion of 
priority and casuality usually implied in the 
term ^Mother,' is a blasphemy against the 
Divinity of the Logos: but to acknowledge 
her to be the Mother of God mediately, 
because the immutable Word, being nought 
(Changed for the worse, was rendered partaker 
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of flesh by means of a reasonable soul^ 
is no blasphemy^ but Catholic and Evan* 
gelic truth. For^ though it is as Man, that 
Christ is ^of the substance of His Mother^ 
born in the world;' yet, inasmuch as the 
Word ^ took Man's nature in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin of her substance/ she may truly 
be styled Mother of Grod, because ^two 
whole and perfect Natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and Manhood, were joined together 
in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is 
One Christ, very God and very Man.' It is 
this stupendous privilege conferred on Mary, 
to be the channel of reconciliation between 
Divinity and Humanity in the Person of the 
Mediator, that caused the ancient Fathers to 
overflow in eloquent celebrations, the moment 
the reality of the Union of the two Natures 
came to be questioned. Thus St. Produs 
calls Mary ^the immaculate repository of 
virginity, the rational paradise of the Second 
Adam, the workshop in which was wrought the 
unity of the two Natures, the celebration of 
the saving Atonement, the bride -chamber 
wherein the Word espoused the flesh, the 
animate Bush of nature which the fire of the 
Divine parturition consumed not, the truly 
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light cloud which bore with His Body Him 
that gitteth upon the Cherubim; the most 
pure fleece filled with the rain of heaven, 
with which the Shepherd clad the sheep ; the 
handmaiden and Mother^ the only communica- 
tion of God with men ; the adorable distaff of 
the Dispensation, whereon was mysteriously 
woven the coat of the Incarnation, whereof the 
weaver was the Holy Spirit, and the spinner the 
power that overshadowed from on high, and 
the wool the old skin of Adam, and the woof 
the immaculate flesh from a virgin, and the 
shuttle the immense grace of Him Who wore 
it, and the artisan the Word that entered by 
the hearing/'' — Owen's Dogmatic Theology, 
pp. 265-267. London : Masters, 1858. 

The Rev. W. Bright, of University College, 
in his History of the Church, likewise main- 
tains the same truth : — 

"St. Cyril set forth the unity of Christ's 
Person in his seventeenth Paschal homily, 
without naming Constantinople or Nestorius. 
He spoke of the Blessed Virgin as ' Mother of 
God.' This title, mostly in the form of Theo^ 
tokos, had been used by Tertullian, Origen, 
St. Alexander, Eusebius, Constantine, St. Atha- 
nasius, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Basil, the 
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Gregories^ St. Ambrose^ Theophilus^ Attdcus, 
and others. St. Hippolytus^ St. Chrysostom, 
whose preaching Nestorins loved to imitate, 
not to speak of St. Hilary and St. Augustine, 
had used equivalent language. The words 
were cherished by Catholics, not primarily for 
the sake of the Blessed Virgin, although, of 
course, it did express her matchless dignity 
among human creatures, — ^but as the symbol 
of her Son's Divine Majesty, as enforcing the 
reality of the Incarnation, and so maintaining 
inviolate the Gospel scheme for a world's reco- 
very. For if the Son of Mary were not literally 
God, He could not bring Heaven and Earth 
into unity; to have two Saviours would be 
equivalent to having none.'' — ^Brighf s History 
of the Church, p. 312. Oxford and London : 
J. H. and J. Parker. 1860. 

And, as if summing up the aforesaid state- 
ments with great accuracy and power, the 
most eminent living English theologian thus 
most conclusively writes : — 

'^ The confession that Mary is Deipara, or 
the Mother of God, is that safeguard wherewith 
we seal up and secure the doctrine of the 
Apostle from all evasion, and that test whereby 
we detect all pretences of those bad spirits of 
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' Antichrist which have gone into the world/ 
It declares that He is God ; it implies that He 
is man ; it conveys to us that He is God still, 
though He has become man, and that He is 
true man though He is God. By witnessing 
to the process of the union, it secures the 
reality of the two subjects of it, of the divinity 
and of the manhood. If Mary is the Mother 
of God, Christ is understood to be Emmanuel, 
God with us. And hence it was, that, when 
time went on, and the bad spirits and false 
prophets grew stronger and found a way into 
the Catholic body itself, the Church, guided 
by God, could find no more effectual and sure 
way of expelling them, than that of using this 
word Deipara against them ; and, on the other 
hand, when they came up again from the 
realms of darkness, and plotted the utter over- 
throw of Christian faith in the sixteenth century, 
then they could find no more certain expedient 
for the purpose than that of reviling and blas- 
pheming the prerogatives of Mary, for they 
knew full sure that if they could once get 
the world to dishonour the Mother, the dis- 
honour of the Son would follow close. The 
Church and Satan agreed together in this, 
that Son and Mother went together; and 
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the experience of three centuries has con- 
firmed their testimony, for Catholics who have 
honoured the Mother still worship the Son, 
while Protestants who have ceased to con- 
fess the Son, had begun by scoffing at the 
Mother/' — Sermons by Very Rev. J. H.Newman. 
London: 1850. 

While, therefore, in these days of religious 
liberty, the Editor of the Literary Churchman 
may, like Nestorius, "entirely disapprove'' 
of the use of the term *' Mother of God ; " the 
author, as an English clergyman, cannot be 
far wrong in abiding by the decree of the Third 
(Ecumenical Council, and in humbly observing 
the teaching of the ancient Catholic Fathers 
and our ablest standard divines. 



THE END. 
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